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generation ago. They are more likely than ever before to live for at least some period of time in a single-parent family, and they will probably have only one or two siblings. As adults, they are likely to live in a very different world, one in which men as well as women will be active participants in child rearing and related parental responsibilities, as well as active participants in the labor force. Accordingly, it is important to know whether current patterns of socialization and education are preparing children for their future roles in society. Implicitly, there is a shift from concentrating on the effects of parental employment per se to a study of the conditions under which children grow and prosper, given a changed reality. Which antecedent and intervening variables matter? Which familial and nonfamilial characteristics and supports make a difference?
What views do children (preadolescents and adolescents) hold of adult roles at work and at home? How realistic are children in assessing what they are likely to be and to do when they are grown up? Do girls see themselves as workers outside the home or as homemakers who'care for their own children? Do boys see themselves as married to working women or to women who are at home during the day doing housework and preparing elaborate meals for their return at night? Do boys see themselves as fathers diapering a baby, feeding a toddler, picking up a child after school, or is this all viewed as women's work?
Which children, with what characteristics, from which types of families, with what parental characteristics seem best prepared for these changing realities? What other attributes do they possess as regards school achievement, occupational aspirations, peer relationships, leadership capacities, values, and attitudes? Can we, for example, use surveys that include retrospective data to account for different outcomes by backward mapping, unraveling the multiple variables described earlier related to parental work status, family interaction, and the presence and type of institutional supports? What is the role played by school, television, employers, and other formal and informal institutions in the shaping of children's views and behavior, and which are most significant, how are they significant, and why?
At the very least we believe existing data series containing information of these types should be maintained and indeed enriched in order to provide data on family and institutional responses as well as child outcomes. Where such information does not already exist, efforts should be made to begin to collect it, preferably as added features of existing surveys. The purpose here is to begin to develop a data base that will permit the monitoring of changes over time. Given the monetary and time costs involved in carrying out new studies, especially longitudinaloblems. Psychological Bulletin 64:92-107.
